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This presentation explores the complex matrix of Afro-politics as seen in the samba community 
in Rio de Janeiro in the 1970s. Specifically, I will discuss the role of the Grêmio Recreativo de Arte 
Negra Escola de Samba Quilombo as an organization of resistance against the modernization and 
the de-africanization of samba. Therein, I will illustrate how samba composers defended samba 
as Brazil’s national music while rejecting (African) American cultural politics and the competition 
they posed to the samba community. Special attention will be given to Antônio Candeia Filho, one 
of the founders of the Quilombo samba school, and one of the most outspoken samba composers 
at the time. 
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